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Seneca booster promotes
students’ job opportunities

Paul Buzbuzian believes in a Seneca
education.

When a new opportunity presents
itself at his employer, Ronald A.
Chisholm Limited, he makes sure
Seneca students know about it.

“Seneca’s International Business
school is one of the best in the country,”
he says.

“Having been through the school, I
know all the courses offered tie in nicely
to our business model.”

Paul’s career at Chisholm started
16 years ago when he graduated from
Seneca’s International Business program.

He started out as a Logistics Co-
ordinator and now serves as Director of
Trade Finance and Global Logistics, and
is a member of the company’s board of
directors.

The Toronto-based international
trading house, which specializes in
the buying and selling of agricultural
commodities in more than 100
countries, was recently named one
of the 50 best managed companies in
Canada by the Financial Post.

The company has an employee
turnover rate of less than 2 per cent.

It has also enjoyed 70 years of
consecutive profits, with revenues
growing 5 per cent each year over the
past 10 years.

Best management, says Paul, comes
from having the best staff, and at last
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Soaring above the competition

Elyse Hopfner-Hibbs' medal collection keeps growing. The Sport Seneca gymnast recently
earned a silver and bronze medal for her routines on the balance beam and uneven bars at
the World Cup gymnastics competition in Doha, Qatar. Two years ago, Elyse captured Cana-
da's first-ever medal at a women'’s artistic gymnastics world championship. The 19-year-old
has her sights set on gold as she prepares to qualify for the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.

count, of the 150 employees working at
Chisholm 10 are Seneca graduates.
“The Seneca graduates that work for

GRADUATE SUCCESS

Summer blockbusters aided by Senecans

This summer movie audiences will be able to experience effects studios in Canada before joining Toronto-based Soho
VEX.

As a 3D Animator, he is responsible for bringing characters
to life using his artistic talents combined with the latest 3D
animation technology.

For Anne Kim andYves Trembley, 2005 graduates of the

Visual Effects for Film and

Television program, job

angry green giants and incredible journeys under earth’s crust
thanks, in part, to graduates of Seneca’s Animation Arts Centre.
The producers of big budget Hollywood movies like the
upcoming The Incredible Hulk and Journey to the Center of the
Earth 3D are turning to Canadian animation and visual effects
companies for their expertise.
And these companies
include Seneca grads who

“Seneca is graduating the
best animators in the field...”

offers brought them to
are playing active roles in Frantic Films, an award-
bringing these blockbusters
to life.

Frankie Stellato, for instance, will be contributing to the
mayhem caused by another screen incarnation of comic book
character The Hulk.

“I'm a fan of The Hulk and when I found out I was going

winning Canadian
production company
based in Winnipeg. For the last three years, they have been
working as compositors on such films as _Journey to the Center of
the Earth 3D, starring Brendan Fraser and Superman Returns.

As compositors, they piece together elaborate visual effects
scenes.

“What I studied at Seneca’s Animation Arts Centre is exactly

to be working on the film I was overjoyed,” he says.
When Frankie graduated from the Animation program last

year, he garnered interest from six different animation and o~ PLEASE SEE ANIMATION ON PAGE 2

us have proven themselves to be the best
at their positions,” he says.

Last year, Tetyana Kuybida was one
of three new Seneca graduates to join
the Chisholm team. A graduate from
the International Business Administration
program, Tetyana works in the
company’s logistics department.

In her role as traffic co-ordinator, she
is responsible for the documentation and
transportation of commodity exports to
Russia — one of the company’s many
global trading partners.

Tetyana learned Chisholm was hiring
through one of her professors who had
received an e-mail from Paul with the
job description.

For more than a decade, Paul has
kept close ties with the School of
International Business as an alumni
and member of the program advisory
committee.

Helping recruit Seneca graduates is
his way of saying “thank you” to the
College.

“What I learned at Seneca gave me the
opportunity to build a career in the field
of my choice,” he says. “The College
gave me the foundation to achieve my
goals, and now I'm just returning the
favour.”

Graduates of the School of
International Business are prepared
for careers in international trade and
logistics, banking and international sales.

For more information on the school,
visit http://www.senecac.on.ca/cms/
school/schoolofintlbusiness.jsp m

Grad’s career
takes off with
Westjet offer

As a flight
attendant with
West]et airlines,
Natalie Dowhan
has achieved her
career goal in
short order.

“When I
came to Seneca
this is exactly
what I wanted
to do,” says Natalie. “Within two
years [ achieved my goal and now I'm
working for one of the best airlines in
the world.”

>>PLEASE SEE FLIGHT ATTENDANT ON PAGE 3

NATALIE DOWHAN
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PRESIDENT'S FILE

education.

I’ve been visiting with departments throughout the College
during the past few months — and am continuing to do so
— to discuss our Strategic Plan, its relationship to polytechnic
education and post-secondary changes that are on the
government’s radar. [ mention this because the questions I've
received both during and after these meetings have largely
been about Seneca’s positioning as a leader in polytechnic

As stated in our Strategic Plan, one of our goals is to

provide a “Superior Quality Education Experience” and in

order to keep doing that in the ever-changing 21st century, we need to offer the
kind of educational opportunities (applied learning) associated with polytechnics.

The good news is, we're well on our way.
A polytechnic institution focuses on applied education that ofters a broad range of

programs including apprenticeships, certificates (including Ontario College Graduate

Certificates), diplomas and degrees (both baccalaureate and graduate). Transfer

and articulation agreements allow students to further pursue their educational
goals (locally or abroad), and opportunities for applied research provide them with

important career-related experience while the institution forms stronger relationships

with business and industry.

Much of this is familiar to Senecans, as we have always looked for exciting new
applied education opportunities, partnerships and pathways for our students. As

well, Seneca has always been able to react to external influences, creating programs
that are needed by our partners and employers. Yet, this is not simply a branding

exercise. We are taking a significant provincial and national leadership role in

developing a new educational paradigm that is transformational and provides

significant new and important opportunities for our students and Canadian society.
The idea of becoming a polytechnic is really about one thing: continuing to be a

leader in post-secondary education. By expanding the credentials we offer, ensuring
students have more access to further their education and conducting more applied

research, Seneca will define the Canadian model of polytechnic education. m

Dr. Rick Miner is President of Seneca College. He can be reached by e-mail at

president@senecac.on.ca

Volunteers crossing borders

Colette Daley (right), a student from the Radio-Broadcasting program, appeared on a
Jamaica radio show on behalf of Students Crossing Borders. Twenty-three Senecans
traveled to the island and spent two weeks volunteering at several schools and

social agencies.

BY TRACY ROGERS

Ashlynn Fisher and Colette Daley
recently spent two-weeks in Jamaica, but
it was no vacation.

These Seneca students, joined by 23
others from the College, volunteered
their skills at several schools and social
agencies on the island on behalf of
Students Crossing Borders.

“This was a great opportunity for
students to put their skills to work on
an international level and gain some
experience in their fields,” says Early
Childhood Education Professor Lynn
Caruso, who organized the trip. “Each
year, students return home with a new
or revised outlook on life and the role
they can play in improving our world.”

Students Crossing Borders was started
in 1991 as a work/study program for
students to provide assistance in some
of the most impoverished areas of
Kingston, Jamaica. Seneca students have
been supporting the initiative since 2004
and each year the number of volunteers
from the College keeps growing.

Ashlynn, who is in her second
semester of the Early Childhood Education
program, volunteered at one of the local
schools and was given the opportunity

to assist teachers with all areas of their
classroom programming and curriculum.

“I wasn’t just a student volunteer,”
says Ashlynn. “I was able to contribute
ideas and work with the teachers.”

Colette, whose parents are originally
from Jamaica, got the chance to
showcase her broadcasting skills on
one of the Kingston radio stations. The
graduating Radio-Broadcasting student
did a live on-air interview discussing the
differences between life in Jamaica and
Toronto. “It was so great being able to
talk on the radio and meet a Jamaican
radio personality,” she says. “I didn’t
even know there was a community-
focused station in Kingston.”

Lynn says programs like Students
Crossing Borders provide great
opportunities for students to take what
they’ve learned in class and apply them
to real-life situations. “Most students
long for the chance to showcase their
abilities to potential employers but often
are left waiting for an opportunity to
come to them,” she says. “Volunteering
allows students to gain first hand
knowledge that they can highlight on
their resume and discuss with future
employers.” m

GOVERNING — FROM THE BOARD

New board reps elected

Two new members have been elected to Seneca’s Board of Governors.

Adam Wu has been acclaimed as the new Student Board of Governors
representative. He will begin serving his one-year term September 1. Adam is in
his final semester of the Business Administration program. During his three years at
Seneca, he has been actively involved in the college community. Adam is currently
serving as President of the Seneca Student Federation at Newnham Campus. In this
role, he co-ordinates campus events and helps voice student concerns. Adam was
recently recognized for his leadership with the coveted W.T. Newnham Award, the
Alumni Leadership Award and the new Leading by Example Award.

Tim Abbott has been elected the new Faculty Representative for Seneca’s
Board of Governors. He will begin serving his three-year term September 1. Tim,
a graduate of Seneca College, is a Professor and Program Co-ordinator for the
Corporate Media Production program. During his career, Tim has produced corporate
events and programming in North America, Europe, Asia and South America.
Prior to joining Seneca, he served as the chief designer and technology ofticer for
an Internet based meeting/education product called Dolphin Presenter. He has
owned several media related companies ranging from a multi-image slide production
company to an internet company specializing in web casting and distance learning
software development. m

Mozilla invests in Seneca
open source curriculum

Seneca received a $100,000 grant
from the Mozilla Foundation to

They have created features that
will be included in the upcoming
support on-going collaboration release of Firefox 3. Seneca also
between Mozilla and Seneca’s Centre  hosts an internationally recognized
for Development of Open Technology.

This funding will be used to
create new curriculum, expand what

already exists and prepare the Mozilla

two-day Free Software and Open
Source Symposium every fall. It
brings together educators, developers,
students and others from across
curriculum for use by other academic ~ North America to discuss the latest
institutions. developments in free software
“Seneca’s relationship with Mozilla

is a great example of career-focused

and open source issues, learn new
technologies and promote the use of
polytechnic education at work,” says
Seneca President Rick Miner.

free and open source software.
“Seneca College is pioneering new
“It will be exciting to see more of

Seneca’s curriculum used globally.”
In 2007, the Mozilla Foundation

provided a $50,000 grant to

Seneca, which was used to develop

open source and Mozilla-focused

and innovative ways to train the next
generation of software developers.
We’ve been very happy with the
quality Seneca students and the
contributions they’ve made to the
Morzilla project,” says Frank Hecker,
curriculum. Executive Director of the Mozilla
At Seneca faculty and students
contribute to the development of
Mozilla software products such as the

Foundation. “Through our ongoing
relationship with Seneca we hope to
see this success story continue, and

Firefox web browser. have Seneca’s Mozilla and open source
Seneca is recognized as an curriculum serve as a model for other
educational leader in teaching open academic institutions around the
source software and development world.”
and has four courses focused on the For a complete list of Seneca’s
Morzilla project. Students in these Morzilla open source courses, projects,
courses work directly with Mozilla on

Firefox and its associated technologies.

and resources, visit http://cdot.
senecac.on.ca/ m

>> ANIMATION FROM PAGE 1

what I'm doing now,” says Anne.

Seneca’s Animation Arts Centre is ranked among Canada’s top schools for
animation, and has been at the forefront of developing Canadian talent for more than
a decade.

What makes Seneca’s animation school different from others, says Mark Jones,
Associate Chair, School of Communication Arts, is its curriculum.

“We don'’t train people to push buttons on computers,” he says. “Our emphasis
is on the art skills and the artistic vision rather than just knowing how to operate a
computer package.”

Students must submit a portfolio of their artwork and the quality of their drawings
will determine if they are accepted into the school or not.

Once in the program, they become proficient in the use of traditional animation
theories before producing animation using the latest computer software.

“The industry is really picking up on the art focus of our curriculum,” says Mark.
“Companies are saying to us Seneca is graduating the best animators in the field and
the reason is our graduates start with a set of strong art skills before becoming solidly
trained in the technology.”

To learn more about the Animation Arts Centre, visit http://aac.senecac.on.ca m
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PROGRAMMING

Photographers develop

digital skills

on location

Getting hired as a professional photographer isn’t easy without having a portfolio

to showcase your work.

Sydney Ross Belen, a student in the Independent Digital Photography program, is

well aware of this fact but he isn’t worried.

A year into the program, he already has an impressive collection of diverse

photographs to show potential
clients, including a series of
wedding portraits taken recently
at Downsview United Church in
Toronto.

Wedding and event photography
is part of the training students
receive in Seneca’s Independent
Digital Photography program.

“Most photographers run their
own business or work freelance, so
it’s critical to have a portfolio,” says
Program Co-ordinator Ron Erwin.

“Before they graduate from
this program, students will build a
strong portfolio of photographic
and illustrated images for a
wide range of practical business
applications.”

The Independent Digital
Photography program was launched
in 2007.

It is a two-year diploma program
that positions students for success
in the photography industry
by equipping them with the
creative, technical, business and
entreprenecurial skills to work in
a large company, open their own

studio, or work as freelance photographers.To learn about the Independent Digital
Photography program, visit http://www.senecac.on.ca/fulltime/IDPhtml m

The wedding portrait above, by Sydney Ross Belen, (pictured left) is one of many taken
during a mock wedding that was staged for students in the /Independent Digital

Photography program.

Professors

assessing their roles

BY TOM BARTSIOKAS

Two Seneca Professors are taking their
knowledge of real estate appraisal from
the classroom to the small screen.

Paul Sloggett and Mark Leavens
have been cast in Income Property, a new
HGTYV series designed to help first-
time home owners build or renovate a
rental unit in their home to help pay the
mortgage.

“Our job as assessors on the show
is to determine how much value has
been added to the new rental suite and
the potential income it can earn after
construction,” says Paul.

“We have already shot three episodes
of the show and Mark and I have both
really enjoyed the experience.”

The producers of Income Property
discovered Paul and Mark through a
Google search, which led them to the
College’s website.

After one meeting, the Senecans
found themselves on set filming their
first episode.

“I think our participation in the show
speaks volumes about the expertise at
Seneca,” says Mark.

Before teaching in the Real Property
— Administration (Assessment and Appraisal)
program, Mark worked as an assessor
with the Ontario Property Assessment
Corporation for eight years. He was
recruited to teach at the College by
Paul, who is the Co-ordinator of the
program and a recognized leader in
property assessment and appraisal.

A 1972 graduate of Seneca’s Municipal
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Paul Sloggett (centre) and Mark Leavens (right) have been cast in the new HGTV series
Income Property. The Seneca Professors, who are experts in real estate assessment, will
determine how much value has been added to homes with new or renovated rental suites.

Administration program, Paul worked as
an assessor for 11 years in Ontario with a
number of government departments and
ministries. In 1989, he was appointed
chair of the province’s Assessment
Review Board, a position he held for six
years.

At Seneca, Paul and Mark are now
focused on training Canada’s next
generation of real estate assessors.

When Income Property hits the air
this fall, the pair hopes more students
will consider real estate assessment and

appraisal as a career.

“I think this will give our program
nice exposure,” says Mark.

“Not very many people are thinking
they want to be a property assessor when
they are a student in high school, but a
little publicity for the profession might
help change that.”

To learn more about the Real Property
— Administration (Assessment and Appraisal)
program, visit: http://www.senecac.

on.ca/fulltime/RPA . html m

>> FLIGHT ATTENDANT FROM PAGE 1

Natalie received an offer to work
for WestJet a month before she
graduated from the Tourism and Travel
— Flight Services program.

She travelled to Calgary last August
to begin six weeks of intensive
training where she learned all about
WestJet’s customer service and
emergency procedures.

Since then, she has logged nearly
500 hours of in-flight service,
traveling to various destinations
throughout North America and the
Caribbean.

While her job may seem
glamorous because of the travel
involved, Natalie is quick to point
out this career is very hands-on and
demanding.

In addition to boarding passengers
and serving food and drinks, Natalie’s
duties as a flight attendant include
conducting pre-flight checks of all
emergency equipment ensuring they
are operational and in their proper
locations.

For those considering a career as a
flight attendant, Natalie recommends
Seneca’s program, which ofters all
the foundational courses required to
have a long and successful career in
the field.

“When I was hired it was
mentioned by the recruiter that
having a diploma from Seneca was
definitely an asset, and an important
qualification to have on your
resume.”

To learn more about the Tourism
and Travel — Flight Services program,
visit : http://www.senecac.on.ca/
fulltime/TES.htm] m
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Student creates video supporting Hillary Clinton

Lucas Baiano recently created a campaign video for U.S. presidential hopeful, Hillary
Clinton. The Seneca Broadcasting-Television student is following that up with an animated
spoof of the popular Mac versus PC television commercials, which will feature Clinton and

Barack Obama.

A Seneca Broadcasting- Television student has taken six hours of campaign footage
and created a three-minute campaign video for U.S. presidential hopeful, Hillary
Clinton.

While it may surprise some that Niagara-on-the-Lake native Lucas Baiano
would become involved in promoting a presidential candidate, his Seneca
instructors know that he has a strong belief in Mrs. Clinton as well as the technical
expertise to make a compelling video.

“Lucas is an incredibly driven student. He is full of natural ability that he is fine-
tuning here at Seneca’s Broadcasting-Television program,” says Program Co-ordinator
Blair Richardson. “He’s been able to rapidly combine what he’s learned with his
creative and business skills.”

This past December, 19-year-old Lucas met former President Bill Clinton
at a speaking engagement in Toronto. He made a pitch about producing a
documentary-style campaign video for Hillary Clinton, and a short while later he
received six hours of footage from the Clinton Campaign.

The three-minute campaign video is currently posted on YouTube, and has
garnered media attention throughout the province.

Lucas plans to follow up his first video with an animated spoof of the popular
Mac versus PC television commercials, featuring Hillary Clinton and Barack
Obama.

“My goal is to hone my skills here at Seneca, get involved in post-production
and hopetully someday become a director,” Lucas says. m

NEWS BRIEFS

Aboriginal Awareness Day

celebration at Seneca

The Aboriginal Student Association and
Aboriginal Student Services hosted the
first annual Aboriginal Awareness day,
“Keeping the Circle Strong” on April 3
at the Newnham Campus Senecentre.
The event featured traditional Aboriginal
food, song and dance ceremonies.

Seneca Dean awarded for
exemplary leadership

Maureen Dey, Dean, Faculty of
Business — Arts and Commerce, has
been awarded the Chair Academy’s
Exemplary Leadership Award at the
Chair Academy’s annual International
Conference in Denver, Colorado.

The award recognizes Maureen’s
ability to advance academic and
administrative leadership, and it
follows on the heels of her being
named the winner of last year’s Seneca
Distinguished Service Award for
Administration.

Maureen has been with Seneca for
25 years, and since 2002, she has led
the Faculty of Business in the roles of
Associate Dean, Acting Dean and Dean.
Her leadership has established the
faculty as a leader in business education.

Seneca names athletes of
the year

Seneca College Athletics named its male

and female athletes of the year.

David Prentice, of the rugby team,
took home the male honours.

David had an outstanding season with
the Sting. In addition to earning an
Ontario Colleges Athletic Association
(OCAA) silver medal, David was named
league all-star and team MVP.

Ashley Docking, of the women’s
soccer and basketball teams, earned
the female honours. Ashley was an
OCAA all-star and team MVP in both
sports. She also earned athlete of the
month honours for February from the
Canadian Colleges Athletic Association.

Students put talents to

good use for Easter Seals

Videos produced by students in
Seneca’s Summer Institute of Broadcast
-Journalism were featured during the
25th anniversary Easter Seals Telethon.
The documentaries, shot during the
summer program, show heart-warming
stories of kids at Camp Woodeden,
the Easter Seals camp for children
and youth with physical disabilities.
The Summer Institute of Broadcast
Journalism is a 15-week intensive
program that equips students with
broadcasting skills for jobs in television,
radio, cable news or public affairs
programming. Students develop an
understanding of journalism theory and
fundamentals as well as learn how to
write news reports, conduct interviews,
and operate cameras.
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Pageants feature Seneca fashions

Diana James, a second-year Fashion Arts student, was chosen from more than 600
applicants as a contestant for the Miss World Canada competition. All the outfits she wore,
including this pink evening gown, were designed by her Fashion Arts professor, Mary
Duldouras. When she graduates from Seneca, Diana plans to design her own line of sports
wear. In the meantime, she is preparing for her next pageant competition, Miss Queen of
the Islands Canada, taking place in July.
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